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teeost the Church and the world.

pen

Repent, Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, and Rejoice/—Rebekah Simon-Peter (author of Green Church)

) PASTOR’S MESSAGE

Pastor Susan Strouse

Pastor Lyle Beckman is filling in for me this week, as I fly back to Buffalo, NY for the Labor Day weekend.
The reason for the quick trip is the marriage of my dear friends, Ruth Snyder and Kate Goldbach. Many of you
will remember Pastor Ruth from our Enneagram workshop a few years ago (Ruth is an §; Kate is a 9). [ am
privileged to be the officiant at the wedding, which will be held in their back yard, weather permitting. Al-
though thunderstorms are forecast as of this writing, and we might have to be indoors, I know that it will be
beautiful and joyous occasion. It’s been a long time coming for Kate and Ruth, as it has been for many long-
time couples. I was in Buffalo in June when the NY legislature was debating the issue of same-sex marriage.
We watched each newscast, hoping that it had passed. I think it was the day after I left that it finally happened
and I had to promise that I’d come back. Not a difficult promise to make. And hooray for NY! May we get
this issue resolved in CA soon too. There’s just too much love and joy out there to celebrate.

Have a wonderful Labor Day holiday! Welcome, Pastor Lyle!

Blessings,
Pastor Susarv
This week on PS (Pastor Susan’s blog):
Earth to Michelle: When Are You Going to Start Listening to Me?
https://progressivechurch.wordpress.com

v “". MEMBERSHIP OUTREACH

Beginning this Sunday, we will be putting together monthly packets for our homebound
members. During each month a card will be available for signing. You are also encour-
aged to include pictures and stories of things going on in your life. We will also ask for
news from theirs, as well as information about what we might be able to do for them.
This will be sent at the end of the month. Then, once a season, we will put together a
more extensive gift package, possibly with artwork from our kids.

For more information, see James Alexander or Pr. Susan.
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First United is a "Reconciling in Christ" (RIC) congregation that has declared that all persons of all sexual orientations and gender identities are equally
welcome to join fully in the worship and life of this Christ—centered community.

First United Lutheran Church is committed to full accessibility.
Please let us know if we can be of assistance in accommodating your accessibility needs.
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Prayers for the Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost

Our Gedygin. whom we live and move and have our being,
may we remember our identity with all
with whom we share your womb;your breath and life.
May we be your liberating people, not only for ourselves but for everyone.
We thank you for the opportunity to [ive in this challenging era,
and for the inspiration tg meét our challenges.
Btessed be ll Anten

from hitp:/vww.hre.org/scripture/week.asp

+ for the greening power of God to be made manifest in our world:
« for the people of eastern Africa, suffering as a result of drought
« for peaceful and just resolutions to uprisings in the Arab world
« for our committed response to global warming

+ for the greening power of God to be made manifest in our communities:
« for a bountiful harvest'and sharing from community gardens
o for SF Care, SF Night Ministry, SAGE, Welcome, and-all who serve'the needs of our city
o for studentsyteachers, and sechool administrators
+ for the greening power of GOd to be made manifest in our congregation and beyond:
« for Roger /Creet,at Atherton Health Care in Menlo.Park
o for Alan Pearson, at San Francisco Towers
« for Barbara, Marilyn, Daryl; John Patrick®, Kevin, and all in need/of healing

8 If you would like to add someone or something to the prayer list, please contdct Orion or Pastor Susan. B

*Cards and letters of support can besent to John Patrick Williams at 4100.3™ Street, San Francisco 94124
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OUR COMMUNITY

It’s not quite fall yet . ..
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And, beginning on Sunday, September 11 . ..

THE SEASON OF CREATION

The Season of Creation challenges us to re-orient our relationship with creation.
While the challenge may have been provoked by the current ecological crisis and a
growing awareness of our place in the web of creation, the origins of our re-
orientation lie deep in our Christian tradition, especially our biblical heritage. We

season of
cre at| on are challenged to return to our biblical roots to rediscover our intimate connections

with creation. We return to see ourselves again as part of the very Earth from
which we are made.

% Sep. 11: 1st Sun. in Creation Forest Sunday

% Sep. 18: 2nd Sun. in Creation Wilderness Sunday

* Sep. 25: 3t Sun. in Creation River Sunday

% Oct. 2: 4t Sun. in Creation St. Francis of Assisi/Blessing of the Animals
% Oct. 9: 5t Sun. in Creation Climate Sunday

% Oct. 16: 6t Sun. in Creation Earthquake Sunday

% Oct. 23: 7th Sun. in Creation Land Sunday

Also in September: Discovery Group
(begins Sep. 18 at 3:00 pm)

Who should come?

»  If you’re new to First United, this is a great opportunity to
get to know folks—and learn something about what makes
this congregation tick.

> If you’ve been around for a while, this is your chance to renew old acquaintances and make new
ones—and share your experience of being affiliated with First United (and you just might learn
something new about what makes this congregation tick, too).

*  When is it?

> Once a month on Sunday from 3:00 to 4:30. There will be 6 sessions; the first is September 184,
Where is it?

> We will meet at First UU. Location TBD
Will there be refreshments?

> Of course!




Presented in partnership with the San Francisco Interfaith Council and
the Jewish Community Relations Council.

Film Screening & Panel Discussion

This film is about three families from three different parts of the world
who were terribly effected by acts of terrorism.
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The San Francisco Opera's production, Heart of A Soldier, opens on September 10.
This world premiere tells the story of Rick Rescorla, a man who gave his life saving thousands
in the attacks. For more information on this very special production, visit sfopera.com.




This Sunday’s Readings

FIRST READING—Exodus 12:1-14

In some respects this is the most important passage in the Book of Exodus. It gives details about the
celebration of the Passover meal, one of the main festivals of the Jewish tradition. In Christianity,
it is generally read around Easter time, where the context invites—fairly demands—comparison
with Jesus as the Lamb of God, and the promise of passing-over not simply from plague to safety
but from death to life. Here, however, as part of the continuous historical track of the lectionary,
the story is seen as one of many stories summing up the history of God’s chosen people.

It is written . . .

YHWH said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This month will be the first of all months to
you. You will count it as the first month of the year. Say this to the whole community of Israel: on
the tenth day of this month, every family in Israel will take an animal from the flock, one for each
household. If your household is too small for a whole animal, join with your closest neighbor and
divide the animal, as the number of persons requires. The animal must be a year old male without
blemish. You may take it from either the sheep or the goats. You must keep it until the fourteenth
day of the month; then the whole community of Israel is to slaughter it at sunset. Some of the blood
must then be taken and applied to the two doorposts and the lintel of every house in which it is
eaten.

That night you will eat the roasted flesh with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. Do not eat any of it
raw or boiled, but roasted over the fire—the head, feet, and entrails. You must not leave any of it
over until morning. Whatever is left in morning you are to burn.

This is how you are to eat it: with your belt buckled, your sandals on your feet, and a staff in your
hand; you will eat it in haste. It is the Passover of YHWH. For I will pass through the land of Egypt
that night and strike down all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both humans and animals. I will
execute this judgment on all the gods of Egypt: I am YHWH. The blood will mark the houses
where you live. When I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no harm will come to you when I
strike the land of Egypt.

This day will be for you a memorial day, and you must celebrate it as a feast to YHWH. All genera-
tions are to observe forever as a feast day.

SECOND READING—from Thomas Merton

Merton provides a prescription for healthy solitude. Is nature integral to your spiritual practice?
Do you give yourself the time and space to allow nature to speak to you heart to heart—to listen to
the Creator embedded there?

He writes . . .

In the interior life there should be moments of relaxation, freedom, and 'browsing'. Perhaps the best
way to do this is in the midst of nature, but also in literature. Perhaps also a certain amount of art is
necessary, and music. . . . You also need a good garden, and you need access to the woods, or to the
sea. Get out in those hills and really be in the midst of nature a little bit! That is not only legitimate;
it is in a certain way necessary. . . .The woods and nature should be part of your solitude, and if it’s
not periodically part of your solitude, I think the law should be changed.



This Sunday’s Readings—continued

GOSPEL—Matthew 18:15-20

This passage is both realistic and wise in its approach and strategy of reconciliation. If graceful-
ness and reconciliation do not work, then the next step is to invite a few members of the community
to join the conversation in order to awaken the other to the community’s wisdom as well as to avoid
false accusation. Finally, if this doesn’t work, the other is to be ‘treated as a tax collector.’ Does
this mean we shun those who consistently violate the norms of the community without remorse? Do
we banish them from our community? Or, rather, do we treat them the way that Jesus responded to
tax collectors—welcoming them, while also inviting them to change their ways?

It is written . . .

Jesus said, "If your sister or brother should commit some wrong against you, go and point out the
error, but keep it between the two of you. If she or he listens to you, you have won a loved one
back. But if not, try again, but take one or two others with you, so that every case may stand on the
word of two or three witnesses. If your sister or brother refuses to listen to them, refer the matter to
the church. And if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, then treat that sister or brother
as you would a Gentile or a tax collector.

The truth is, whatever you declare bound on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you de-
clare loosed on earth will be loosed in heaven.

Again I tell you, if two of you on earth join in agreement to pray for anything whatsoever, it will be
granted you by my Abba God in heaven. Where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there in
their midst".

SAN FRANCISCO CIVIC OBSERVANCE OF THE
10TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 9/11

The San Francisco Interfaith Council (SFIC), at the invitation of San Francisco
Mayor Edwin Lee and in collaboration with the San Francisco Opera, will
convene the 10th anniversary observance of the 2001 terrorist attacks on the
United States.

This observance will be held in concert with the San Francisco Opera's annual
Opera in the Park, scheduled for 2:00 p.m., Sunday, Sept. 11, 2011, in Sharon
Meadow, Golden Gate Park. Admission to this event is free. All are welcome andencouraged to
attend.

Immediately after the tragic events of Sept. 11, 2001, former Mayor Willie Brownturned to the
San Francisco Interfaith Council to bring people of our City's diverse faiths together for prayer
and solidarity. Ten years later, the SFIC is grateful to Mayor Lee and the San Francisco Opera
for this uniquely San Francisco occasion to remember those who perished in the attacks, to
honor the first responders and to reflect upon lessons learned over the last decade, not the
least of which is the need for civil discourse. It is our collective hope that this civic observance
will inspire all who will gather to sow the seeds of peace in our city and world.




In our culture, more of anything and everything is considered better.
Jain us for @ provocative evening of re-examining our relationship to maney.

MONEY SOUL
LYNNE TW/| ST uhorotie sou ol oneyod

in conmversation with

C HARLES Gl BBS Executive Director of URI

Tuesday, September 13, from 7 to 9 pm
Presidio Chapel, 130 Fisher Loop

Presidio of San Francisco
Across from the Golden Gate Club
Map and direcfions at www.interfaith-presidio. org

lynne Twist's extensive work os a worldwide fundraiser offers unique perspectives on the
purpose of maney and its use in the community. When infused with expressions of our heart and
soul, our money and its use can become a fruly meaninghul part of our lives and communities.

lynne & Charles will discuss the intersection of money and spirit as a rich and fertile ploce,

sugaesting new ways for giving and receiving money in the socialprofit arena. Dessert, colee
and tea wil follow.

RSVP 1o Erica Emnst at ebernst.sfic@gmail.com or call (415) 474 - 1321
$20 Suggesied Donatien

This ewvard, port of fha “Recloiming Our Mol Compass” indefaih sarics, is orawsght o you oy:

The Indecbe®n Crater af fae Presidio, The Presidio Trasd, San Fancisso alecnith Cooneil, Theverd Frarsial far lathesans & Lsiled Raligicns Iniliatiee



INTERFAITH NEWS

Passover affirms the great truth that liberty is the inalienable right of every human being.—Morris Joseph

MONEY & SOUL. In our culture, more of anything and everything is considered better. Join us for a pro-
vocative evening of re-examining our relationship to money. Lynne Twist, Author of The Soul of Money and
Founder of The Pachamama Alliance will join in conversation with Charles Gibbs, Executive Director of
URI. Lynne Twist's extensive work as a worldwide fundraiser offers unique perspectives on the purpose of
money and its use in the community. When infused with expressions of our heart and soul, our money and its
use can become a truly meaningful part of our lives and communities. Lynne & Charles will discuss the inter-
section of money and spirit as a rich and fertile place, suggesting new ways for giving and receiving money in
the social-profit arena. Dessert, coffee and tea will follow. Tuesday, September 13, 2011, 7:00 - 9:00 pm, Pre-
sidio Main Post Interfaith Chapel. RSVP to Erica Ernst at ebernst.sfic@gmail.com or call (415) 474 - 1321

$20 Suggested Donation

Sponsored by: Interfaith Center at the Presidio The Presidio Trust San Francisco Interfaith Council Thrivent
Financial for Lutherans United Religions Initiative . You can download a flyer from our website.

FILM AND PANEL DISCUSSION

LOVEHATELOVE

WHEN: Thursday, September 8, 2011, 7:00 pm

WHERE: Jewish Community Center of San Francisco, 3200 California St., San Francisco. $10

Three victims of 9/11 terrorism. Three families who have turned personal tragedy into a motive for making the
world a better place. Love Hate Love, produced by actor and activist Sean Penn, tells their stories. Join us for
a screening and discussion with filmmaker Dana Nachman. Info: blane@jccsf.org

9/11 OBSERVANCE

New Item! 10th Anniversary of 9/11: Opera in the Park

WHEN: Sunday, September 11, 2011, 2:00 pm

WHERE: Sharon Meadows, Golden Gate Park, San Francisco. Free event.

The program will feature Mozart's Requiem, as well as works by Christopher Theofanidis, Harold
Arlen, Samuel Barber, Leonard Bernstein, Aaron Copland and John Williams. Music Director Nicola
Luisotti will conduct. During the Mozart Requiem, meditational texts will be read by representatives
of various religious traditions that make up the San Francisco Interfaith Council. Sponsored by the
San Francisco Interfaith Council, Mayor Ed Lee's office, and the San Francisco Opera.

MULTIFAITH RELIGIOUS & CULTURAL OBSERVANCES

September
2-10  Paryushana Parva - Jain
8 Nativity of Mary - Christian
14 Elevation of the Life Giving Cross - Holy Cross Day - Christian
23 Equinox

Mabon * - Wicca/Pagan northern hemisphere
Ostara * - Wicca/Pagan southern hemisphere
27 Meskel - Ethiopian Orthodox Christian
28-
Oct 5 Navaratri ** - Hindu
29-30 Rosh Hashanah * - Jewish
29 Michael and All Angels - Christian

Note: 1. * Holy days usually begin at sundown the day before this date.
2. ** Local or regional customs may use a variation of this date.
Bold titles are primary holy days of a tradition.




Prayer for Labor Day

God of love and leSliCE, we come to You this Labor
Day asking for Your presence and guidance. You have asked us to
walk with our brothers and sisters and told us there are no strangers
among us. Yet, we still turn against You and the law You have given
us to love one another as we love ourselves. As the Psalm says, we
know that good will comes to those who are generous and lend
freely, and to those who conduct their affairs with justice. However,
we have sometimes failed to be generous with our time and
resources, and have neglected opportunities to treat others with
human dignity,

God, as we remember those who
are struggling and organizing
for a living wage, healthcare,
and human dignity in their
workplaces, remind us this
Labor Day that You have
called us to walk in
solidarity with our
brothers and
sisters, as we
conduct our
affairs with
love and
justice, May
it be so.




THE BACK PAGE . . .

Coming Events:

o Sunday Worship
«© THURSDAY EVENING “THEOLOGY & COFFEE” - ~ 5:00 p.m. at o
Every Thursday, 7:00-9:00 pm rst Unitarian Universalisc Chape
Peet’s Coffee, Van Ness & Bush - :
Office Hours & Mailing Address
© 10TH ANNIVERSARY OBSERVANCE OF THE 1537:““'?"“ St{;’:“éfé?
an Francisco,
9/11 TERRORIST ATTACKS M- F 7:30-11:30 am.
Sunday, Sep. 11, 2:00 pm (415) 359-1025 (V)
Sharon Meadow, Golden Gate Park (415) 359-1267 (F)
For information visit our website:
© SECOND SUNDAY SCHOOL—NEW SEASON emm:gffmom
Sunday, September 11, 3:00 pm ' '
First Unitarian Kincaid & Thoreau Rooms Pastor Susan Strouse
Office Hours:
Fa Tuesday & Thursday
£ (510) 528-4354(H)
(510) 579-7061 (C)
email: PastorSusan@fulc.com
Orion Pitts
o SEASON OF CREATION—FOREST SUNDAY Music Director & Office Administator
Sunday, September 11, 5:00 pm orion@fulc.com
Worship in the First Unitarian Chapel 2010-2011 Council:
Jacob Johnson President@fulc.com
Steve Johnson Treasurer@fulc.com
¢« NEW—DISCOVERY GROUP 1ST SESSION Terri Bogaards Secretary@fulc.com
Sunday, September 18, 3:00-4:30 pm Tamara Alliston Dana McDonald
First Unitarian—Location TBA Pamela Hargraves
NOTE:
«© SUNDAY DISCUSSION (YOU BRING THE TOPIC) _ o
Sunday, September 25, 3:00-4:30 pm ?ea‘?“f‘?f°’,s“b"‘,'ss'°',‘
, , . . 10 1'#0
First Unitarian—Location TBA Keeping in Touch '
Wednesday at 12 noon
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