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LUTHERAN CHURCH
We are a creative Christian community, ’ Established 1886
season of - Caring for one another - N September 30, 2011
Creatlon inviting others to aﬂ)‘enence the power of God's love,

that God might use us to transform ourselves, our community, www fulc.com
the Church and the world.

.—Martin Luther

Lutherans Restoring Creation is a grassroots movement promoting care for creation in the full life and mission of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).

1 Lutherans have a history of social service to the poor, the elderly, the sick, the oppressed, the mar-
ginalized through hospitals, homes for the elderly, social ministry agencies, Lutheran Immigration Service, Lutheran
World Relief, among others. We extend that commitment also to protecting and healing all Earth community.

" HD% We have a social statement public ally announcing our “Caring for Creation.” As a denomination, we have
had for several decades a full-time staff person in environmental and hunger advocacy in Washington. We have others
working on these issues in the headquarters in Chicago. Lutheran Public Policy offices in many states address regional
issues of advocacy.

& Many Lutheran scholars have written on this subject: Peter Bakken, Terry Fretheim, Norman Habel,
Diane Jacobson, James Martin-Schramm, Cynthia Moe-Lobeda, Larry Rasmussen, David Rhoads, Barbara Rossing,
Robert Saler, Paul Santmire, Joseph Sittler, George Tinker, among others. Colleges and seminaries of the ELCA have
programs and courses that prepare Lutherans for service in church and world.

- Several synods have declared themselves to be Green Synods. Many synods
have care-for-creation committees and hold lectures, workshops, and conferences on eco-justice subjects. Many Lu-
theran congregations across the church have Care for Creation teams that work to incorporate the environmental com-
mitment into parish life—worship, education, building and grounds, discipleship at home and work, and public ministry.
Lutheran camps and our educators program have brought environmental concerns to countless numbers of people. The
ELCA headquarters has a Green Team working to model environmental action.

O=* + - : For a decade, we have had the organization Lutheran Earthkeeping Network of
the Synods (LENS) glvmg leadership in the ELCA. In addition, Lutherans have spearheaded the Green Congregation
Program, the Green Seminary Initiative, and the resources on the Web of Creation (www.webofcreation.org). We have
led the way in promoting a Season of Creation in the church year (www.seasonofcreation.com). And now we have inau-
gurated the new program Lutherans Restoring Creation. Lutherans are in a critical position to listen to the cry of the
poor along with the cry of the Earth and to take leadership in addressing these critical issues of our day. We invite you to
partner with us in this endeavor. Lutherans are well prepared to address the critical issues of the environment. We have
strong theological, ethical, and practical foundations for this work. And we can build on our heritage of care for the vul-
nerable. For more information and resources, please go to www.elca.org/caringforcreation and www.elca.org/
environment.

Blessings,

Pastor Susan
<~\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\
First United is a "Reconciling in Christ" (RIC) congregation that has declared that all persons of all sexual orientations and gender identities are equally

welcome to join fully in the worship and life of this Christ—centered community.

First United Lutheran Church is committed to full accessibility.
Please let us know if we can be of assistance in accommodating your accessibility needs.
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http://www.lutheransrestoringcreation.org
http://www.webofcreation.org
http://www.seasonofcreation.com
http://www.elca.org/caringforcreation
http://www.elca.org/
http://www.fulc.com

This week on )* (Pastor Susan’s blog):
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Prayers for the Season of Creation—Feast of St. Francis
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for the Peace of God to be made manifest in our world:
for the people of the Horn of Africa, and all suffering from a lack of water
for the liberation movements of people throughout the world
for Heather Hargraves and the work of the Peace Corps in Uganda
for the World Wildlife Fund, and all who work for the welfare of animals around the world

for the Wisdom of Christ to be made manifest in our communities:
for a bountiful harvest and sharing from community gardens

for *% , *0 — " *T & and all who serve the needs of our city
for 1 ,the / * , and all animal welfare organizations in the
us

forthe* % *), ", and all animal welfare organizations in our communities

for the Power of the Spirit to be made manifest in our congregation and beyond:
for Roger Creet, at Atherton Health Care in Menlo Park
for Alan Pearson, at Alma Via
for Barbara, Marilyn, Daryl, Kevin, and all in need of healing
for Insight Meditation teacher, Eugene Cash, who was in a bicycle accident and is in the ICU
for all our pets, for the enjoyment of their time with us and our time with them

# ) *
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We are collecting cards, notes, pictures, etc. for our homebound members. There will be an en-
velope for each at every service. You can put your items into the envelopes, which will be sent
or delivered at the end of each month. This is an ongoing project of love and support for those
who are unable to physically be part of our community, but are members of it nevertheless.


https://progressivechurch.wordpress.com

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS
SAN FRANCISCO

S PC A http://www.sfspca.org/support/donate

Bring your dog, cat, fish, snake (in a sturdy cage, please), hamster, or
any other pet to church this Sunday for the annual Blessing of the Ani-
mals. If your pet is too shy, you can bring a picture. Later you can give the blessing yourself at home.
You are also welcome to bring pictures or remembrances of pets who have died. You may also want to
bring pictures of wild animals that are in danger of extinction.

An offering will be received to benefit the San Francisco SPCA.

And you can always click for free to help feed pets in need at http://www.care2.com/click-to-donate/pets/
and the Animal Rescue site http://www.theanimalrescuesite.com/clickToGive/home.faces?siteld=3

) #

(and it was YUMMY!)

(Thanks to Marilyn’s sister & to Jacob Johnson for the photos)



http://www.sfspca.org/support/donate
http://www.care2.com/click-to-donate/pets/
http://www.theanimalrescuesite.com/clickToGive/home.faces?siteId=3

5th Annual Faith and Feminism — Womanist —
Mujerista Conference

Muesrta Sencra Maestosa Inspired by La Virgen de
G

Sponsored by herchurch San Francisco

November 11-13, 2011

at herchurch 678 Portola Dr. $an Francisco

Theme: The Feminine Face of God/dess — Paradigm for
justice and empowerment

REGISTRATION
Key Note Speakers:

Jeanette Rodriguez, Ph.D. — Institute for Theological

@ Shileh McCloud

Workshops
FRIDAY

Sacred Hiking with Kristen Hansen
Friday at 10 AM
Kundalini Yoga
Practitioner Alisen Newvine
Friday 11 AM, Sunday 1:00 — 3:00 PM
Interplay - Amy Shoemaker

Friday 11 AM, Friday 4:30 — 6:00 PM, Saturday
4:30 — 6:00 PM

Talking to Goddess, Powerful Voices from Many
Traditions

Dr. D’vorah Grenn
Friday 4:30 — 6:00 PM
Women Body Modifications as spirituality? by Art-
ist Sybil Erden

Friday 4:30 — 6:00 PM
Drumming Circle - Drumming Priestess Dionne
Kohler
Friday 4:30 — 6:00 PM, Saturday 4:30 — 6:00 PM

Studies, Seattle University
Max Dashu - Suppressed Histories Archives, Oakland, CA

Mary Streufert, Ph. D. - Lutheran Feminist Scholar, ELCA
Women and Justice, Chicago

Artists in Residence: Shiloh McCloud and Syhbil

Erden

Schedule and Workshops and leaders — see below

SATURDAY
Divine Feminine in Songs and Stories
by Dr. Jann Aldredge Clanton
Saturday 4:30 — 6:00 PM
Creative Writing - Lana Dalberg
Saturday 4:30 — 6:00 PM

Hands on ART: Creating your Guadalupe — Visionary
Artist Shiloh McCloud

Saturday 4:30 — 6:00 PM, Sunday 1:00 — 3:00 PM
$ * +$ - %
Saturday 4:30 — 6:00 PM
Drumming Circle
Drumming Priestess Dionne Kohler

Friday 4:30 — 6:00 PM, Saturday 4:30 — 6:00
PM

Interplay - Amy Shoemaker

Friday 11 AM, Friday 4:30 — 6:00 PM, Saturday
4:30 — 6:00 PM

(continued on p. 5)
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Welcome to TEL.

TEL—Theological Education for Leadership—is
Pacific School of Religion's new program of lay
theological education, online. TEL is progressive,
accessible, and purposefully multi-cultural:
designed for all who are interested in deepening
their knowledge of scripture, theology, and ministry.
Whether you're a lay minister looking to enhance
your practical ministry skills, an educator looking to enhance
your congregation's lay education program, or a spiritual seeker
curious about studying religion in community, TEL has
something to offer you.

TEL-ebration!

Join us in the Badé Museum at PSR on Sunday, October 16,
at 4:00pm for a "TEL-ebration”: the official launch party for the
TEL program. Enjoy refreshments and networking with students,
alumni, faculty, and staff as we honor the legacy of the
Certificate of Ministry Studies program and celebrate the
reinvention of lay education at PSR. Participants will have the
opportunity to get a sneak preview of a TEL course. Come
celebrate with us and discover TEL!

TEL-ebration is free, open to the public and all are welcome. To

RSVP, email tel@psr.edu.

TEL Orientation

Join Pacific School of Religion faculty, staff, and fellow inguirers
and prospective students to experience how TEL works. In this
90-minute live online session, you will have the opportunity to
learn about TEL—goals, courses, structure, and technology. You
will:

o Enter a virtual classroom and practice online learning
techniques;

+ Be welcomed by the President and Dean of Pacific
School of Religion;

o Meet other folks interested in progressive theological
education;

+ Meet TEL faculty and staff,

* Explore questions and concemns about the program and
its logistics.

All are welcome to these free sessions. There is no obligation to

register for TEL. Come and explore.

TEL Orientations will be held on September 29, from 7:30-
9:00pm (PST), online, and October 4, from 4:00-5:30pm (PST),
online. To register, click goto Al o/ 1

Workshops—~Faith and Feminism Confer-
ence (continued from p. 4)

SUNDAY

Hands on ART: Creating your Guadalupe —
Visionary Artist Shiloh McCloud

Saturday 4:30 — 6:00 PM, Sunday 1:00 —
3:00 PM

Bring Guadalupe into your spiritual prac-
tices — Dr. Kim Connor

Sunday 1:00 — 3:00 PM
Kundalini Yoga
Practitioner Alisen Newvine
Friday 11 AM, Sunday 1:00 — 3:00 PM
Church and State,

N.O.W -Mona Lisa Wallace
Sunday 1:00 — 3:00 PM
Chanting with Musician and
Isis Priestess Katie Ketchum
Sunday 1:00 — 3:00 PM
The Unconscious Mind by Design
by Priestess Shmana Cea Heart
Sunday 1:00 — 3:00 PM

0
AMAZING DISCOVERIES!!!

THE HOLY BIBLE AUTOGRAPHED BY JESUS ON EBAY

08.28.2011
10:26 am

Topics:
Balief

Tags:
Jesus

Autographs
The Holy Bible

The Bible (allegedly} autographed by Jesus Christ himself is up for auction on gBay
with a starting bid of $1,000,000.69. | like how Jesus dots his " with a heart.

You are bidding on an extremely rare copy of a “THE BIBLE.” written
by. Jesus, et al.

What makes this copy so rare is that it is autographed by JESUS
CHRIST himself!!! It appears he has signed it using a royal blue Expo
marker..which makes it even more valuable.


http://www.psr.edu/tel#Orientation

This Sunday’s Readings
Season of Creation—Feast of St. Francis

1 ( 234(

Then God said, "Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every
kind: cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of
every kind." And it was so. God made all kinds of wild animals, and
cattle, and everything that crawls on the ground. And God saw that
it was good.

Then God said, "Let us make humankind in our image, to be like us.
Let them be stewards of the fish in the sea, the birds of the air, the
cattle, the wild animals, and everything that crawls on the ground.”
So humankind was created as God’s reflection. In the divine image
God created them; male and female, God made them.

God blessed them and said, "Bear fruit, increase your numbers, and fill the earth - and be responsi-
ble for it! Watch over the fish of the sea, the birds of the air, and all the living things on the earth."”

God then told them, "Look! I give to you every plant yielding seed on the face of all the earth, and

every tree with seed in its fruit: you shall have them for food. And to every animal of the earth, and
the birds of the air, and to things that crawl on the ground—everything that has the breath of life - |
give all the green plants for food." And it was so.

God looked at all of this creation, and proclaimed that it was good, very good. And evening came,
and morning followed—the sixth day.

THE SEASON OF CREATION

* , challenges us to re-orient our relationship with crea-
tion. While the challenge may have been provoked by the current ecological
crisis and a growing awareness of our place in the web of creation, the ori-

season of gins of our re-orientation lie deep in our Christian tradition, especially our
Cl‘eatlon biblical heritage. We are challenged to return to our biblical roots to redis-
cover our intimate connections with creation. We return to see ourselves
again as part of the very Earth from which we are made.

Sep. 11: 1st Sun. in Creation Forest Sunday

Sep. 18: 2nd Sun. in Creation Wilderness Sunday

Sep. 25: 3rd Sun. in Creation River Sunday

Oct. 2:  4th Sun. in Creation St. Francis of Assisi/Blessing of the Animals
Oct. 9: 5t Sun. in Creation Climate Sunday

Oct. 16: 6t Sun. in Creation Earthquake Sunday

Oct. 23: 7th Sun. in Creation Land Sunday



This Sunday’s Readings—continued
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Father Francis and his companions were making a trip through the
Spoleto Valley near the town of Bevagna. Suddenly, Francis spot-
ted a great number of birds of all varieties. There were doves,
crows and all sorts of birds. Swept up in the moment, Francis left
his friends in the road and ran after the birds, who patiently waited
for him. He greeted them in his usual way, expecting them to
scurry off into the air as he spoke. But they moved not.

Filled with awe, he asked them if they would stay awhile and listen
to the Word of God. He said to them: “My brother and sister birds,
you should praise your Creator and always love him: He gave you
feathers for clothes, wings to fly and all other things that you need.
It is God who made you noble among all creatures, making your
home in thin, pure air. Without sowing or reaping, you receive
God’s guidance and protection.”

At this the birds began to spread their wings, stretch their necks
and gaze at Francis, rejoicing and praising God in a wonderful way
according to their nature. Francis then walked right through the middle of them, turned around and
came back, touching their heads and bodies with his tunic. Then he gave them his blessing, making
the sign of the cross over them. At that they flew off and Francis, rejoicing and giving thanks to God,
went on his way.

Later, Francis wondered aloud to his companions why he had never preached to birds before. And
from that day on, Francis made it his habit to solicitously invoke all birds, all animals and reptiles to
praise and love their Creator. And many times during Francis’ life there were remarkable events of
Francis speaking to the animals. There was even a time when St. Francis quieted a flock of noisy
birds that were interrupting a religious ceremony! Much to the wonder of all present, the birds re-
mained quiet until Francis’ sermon was complete.

1 93 :44

Jesus said, ‘“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will
drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than
clothing? Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet our
God in heaven feeds them.” ‘Seek God’s reign and God’s justice and all these things will be given to
you besides.’



San Francisco Night Ministry

Lighten the darkness... rekindle the hope
The Rev. Lyle |. Beckman, Night Minister
September 2011

Dear First United Lutheran Church,

The Governing Board of the San Francisco Night Ministry wishes to announce our upcoming Annual Fall
Benefit, which helps us raise the needed funds to operate Night Ministry. It's also a time for us to share
a little about the work we do and important information about our hope and dreams for the future.
This year are pleased to present:

Saturday, October 15,
2011
Beginning at 5:30pm

Urban Life Center

5L Mark's Lutheran Church

1101 O'Farrell Street @ Franklin
5an Francisco 94109

Featuring

Donna Sachet

Our lovely, witty and charming
Mistress of Ceremonies

Including

Live and Silent Auctions
Hor DVoeuvres
Beverages
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District C Conference

Sunday, October 16* 2-4pm

T mffier omr suppont for te
ELCA MalariaCampaign/ Lurheran Malaria Mer Inirlarive

W'e will gather a spedal nffering in suppont of tis service ooineach in the
World comemmity.

Come and hear what's new in our Slerra Pacific Syood and in g greaper ELCA '::Ell'.’-'ffiﬁl'm'ﬂ 1‘."5':]1
Rishop Mark Holmened will be our special guest. Meet Jose Luis La Torme Cuadmos, E-:.S.'.".I.I:I]_." Mark Holmerzd
our o Assistant to the Hithop, Saoamento

Leam about the Churchwide Assembly 3011 indtiatives and how the reorganiation of
oy Bymind is progressing. Ask your guestions and get the information your
COMEregation nesdis.

Do the business of your Confersnes including:

@ Flecting nominess in Churchwide Assembly 2013
o Flecting nominess for other Synod and Discipling Team positions

Chehier informarion:
All dergy and representatives from each congregation of ministry are strongly
nonirgged o atdend.  Each comgregation is enbided oo three vofing members, bt

mome people Fram your congreganion or minksry are weloome in attend. |
Ciflise and refreshments will be provided. -._._____|_____-_._--_-_|_--
e iy il s

W ; Whera? M#Mmgﬁun: Pasinr David Beard
ﬂtlﬂ-‘l:r 5. Jamies S MSETCAS & U R Cne

Oictober 18 Lurheran Church Esx Bay Confrenar. Pasmr Mary Stem-Wehber
1-4pm 993 Esnadilio Ave sasbaydean $gmail com

han Leandrn _— 8/l
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f&’ﬂ San FranCIsco lnterfalth Councﬂ

MEET YOUR NEXT MAYOR!

Twenty-two years ago Mayor Art Agnos gathered faith leaders in his office and challenged
them to partner in addressing the City's growing homeless crisis. In response, the City's Inter-
faith Winter Shelter was born, as was the San Francisco Interfaith Council (SFIC). Twenty-two
years later the SFIC continues to shepherd this important shelter and makes combating the
root cause of homelessness a driving mission.

The Board of Directors of the San Francisco Interfaith Council (SFIC), has extended an invita-
tion to all of the mayoral candidates to attend the October 13, 2011, Monthly Breakfast
(8:00am-9:30am, Heritage Hall/Lower Level of St. Mark's Lutheran Church: 1111 O'Farrell
Street, San Francisco, California 94109)and address faith/lay leaders on their plan to address
the issue of homelessness in San Francisco. We are pleased to report an overwhelming re-
sponse, with all of the major candidates planning to attend. Unlike the many debates in
which they have already participated, here, in this more relaxed forum, they will share their
impressions of homelessness in San Francisco and present their plan on how best to address
the issue if elected Mayor.

It is our hope that this exercise in civil discourse will introduce the candidates to the impor-
tant work being undertaken by the SFIC and give them the opportunity to speak directly to
those in the trenches who seek to make a difference on homelessness in our City.

All are invited and encouraged to attend this special Monthly Breakfast.
A complimentary continental breakfast will precede the presentations.

HOW WOULD YOU LIKE TO REACH 2,800 INTERFAITH E-SUBSCRIBERS?

An ongoing service provided by the SFIC to constituent congregations, judicatories and faith-
based social service agencies, is the opportunity to post events of interest to the broader in-
terfaith community on the SFIC Website's (sfinterfaithcouncil.org) Community Events link.
This website is linked to the INTERFAITH EXPLORER, the SFIC's monthly online newsletter,
with a distribution to 2,800 e-subscribers. Because an overwhelming majority of subscribers
are congregation leaders, many of these announcements are reposted on congregation web-
sites, weekly bulletins, and monthly newsletters or given mention from pulpits. There is no
fee for this service. We only ask that you make your submission at least three weeks in ad-
vance of the event to the following email address:

EVENTS.SFIC@GMAIL.COM

10
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EARTH MEDICINE ALLIANCE: Honoring Spirits of Place

WHEN: Saturday-Sunday, October 22-23, 2011

WHERE: First Unitarian Universalist Church, 1187 Franklin Street, San Francisco. $75

We invite you to join nearly 20 ceremonial leaders and teachers of diverse backgrounds for a full
weekend of embodied learning, interfaith dialogue, and co-creative ritual around the theme of
honoring spirits of place. Meetings take place at the church on Friday and various outdoor loca-
tions in San Francisco on Saturday. Please consider joining us in this gathering of interfaith ex-
change and earth healing. For more info visit www.earthmedicine.org/2011-conference or con-
tact info@earthmedicine.org.

1000KALEMA PHOTO COMPETITION

Don Frew, member of the Interfaith Center board, recently called our attention to
1000kalema.org. This is an international, interfaith photography competition open to individu-
als of all ages who are a part of, work with, organize and/or participate in peacemaking activi-
ties. Based on the idea that "a picture is worth a thousand words," photographs should tell one
distinct story based on these areas of peacemaking: Respect/ Faith / Service « Answering the
Call » Respecting Our Earth « Dialogues and Conversations ¢ Sacred Spaces/ Ceremony ¢ Cele-
bration « Transforming Acts of Violence and Conflict « People « Places « Cultures « Moments of
Inspiration « Poignancy * Epiphany The full guidelines and rules are on the website. The project
is overseen by the “Think Peace Media & Communications CC" of the United Religions Initia-
tive.
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http://www.earthmedicine.org/2011-conference

Coming Events:
fp

1& (44
5:00 p.m. at
First Unitarian Universalist Chapel
1187 Franklin St.

SUNDAY DIscUssION GROUP
Sunday, October 2, 3:30-4:30 pm
First Unitarian Courtyard

Wy o: 11
FEAST OF ST. FRANCIS/ 9% B 4 @87
BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS M_F7?”30_1G1:30a.r=n$f78=
Sunday, October 2, 5:00 pm b TS (415) 359-1025 (V)
First Unitarian Universalist Chapel T dn=s: (415) 359-1267 (F)
/% % 6 AN
THEOLOGY & COFFEE DISCUSSION GROUP emmggfﬁmcm
Tuesday, October 4, 7:00-8:30 pm : :
Peet’'s Coffee—601 Van Ness at Turk : :
Office Hours:
Tuesday & Thursday
CHURCH COUNCIL (510) 528-4354(H)
Tuesday, October 4, 7:30 pm (510) 579-7061 (C)
Medical Office at 450 Sutter email: PastorSusan@fulc.com
b b
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 9 AT FIRST UNITARIAN: oy A Ay
3:00 pm Second Sunday School—Kincaid S e
3:30 pm Discussion GrouP_Courtyard Jacob Johns@cj)ﬁ?s'@877Presidel220(cz)fulccom
3:30 pm FULC Musicians rehearsal—_na ve Steve Johnson Treasurer@ulc.com
5:00 pm Climate Change Sunday, with Terri Bogaards Secretary@fulc.com
guest Pastor Megan Rohrer_Chape[ Tamara Alliston Dana McDonald

Pamela Hargraves

NOTE:

Deadline for submission
& &
Keeping in Touch

Wednesday at 12 noon

MRS # 02 & 02,
& & &% 2
- 3 0 #
EY 'ﬁ Presider Pr. Susan Strouse
= DI y Council Rep Dana McDonald
Cantor Jay Beatty
4. Worship Assistant(s) Jacob & Tamara . . .
$ Refreshments/Bread Jacob & Tamara For details on all First United
events, go to www.fulc.com
= & click on “Calendar”.
S 6 % Presider Pr. Megan Rohrer Policy for
Council Rep Pamela Hargraves Charitable Donations
Cantor Daniel Eickmann
78. Worship Assistant(s) ~ Terri Bogaards U S %
C$6 9% Refreshments/Bread Terri Bogaards 2% " $ ) 20 S 2
70. Tosignupasa Greete_r or _other worship assis- _6 #& &:
6 i} tant, send an email to info@fulc.com. 2 & I < 0 <
i ’ # % -0
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